
Our Winners 
EdSpace Education and Training Centre, VIC 

Impact Theme Award 2013 Special School VIC Theme Category Entrepreneurial Spirit 

Benalla Dogs for Life 

Partner: Centre for Service and Therapy Dogs Australia 

EdSpace is a small therapeutic school for children aged 10 to 18 years, who have emotional, developmental or 

medical conditions, and who have found mainstream education challenging. Obtaining meaningful employment 

and independence is a key concern for the parents of the children who attend this specialist school in regional 

Victoria. The school has partnered with the Centre for Service and Therapy Dogs Australia, an internationally 

recognised provider and trainer of service dogs for people with special needs, to enhance the health and 

wellbeing of the students. Therapy Dogs moved part of its operation to Benalla to work with the school’s Year 11 

students. The Therapy Dogs’ trainer from Melbourne, where the main business is, spends two days a week in 

Benalla and works with the students to train the dogs. The trainer teaches the students to groom, feed, walk and 

train the dogs, and helps the students achieve Certificate I in Animal Studies. 

The business that has developed from this partnership is called Dogs for Life and the shop is located two doors 

down from the school. The partnership provided the students with the opportunity to develop this business from 

the ground up. The Therapy Dogs Centre supervises all of the animal training and care components of the 

partnership and the school undertakes the management of the business side of the enterprise, including record 

keeping, financial governance and the ongoing emotional and physical support of the students. 

The whole community has become involved in this partnership, as the partners rely on parents and volunteers to 

work with the students in the shop and provide support when needed. The shop is open to the public and locals 

come in with their dogs for grooming and walking. The students have taken on the responsibility of talking to the 

public, showing what the dogs can do, and teaching other students what to do. The business also sells pet 

products to the public; other students in the school make mosaic dog dishes and garden ornaments, and sew 

coats for dogs, to be sold in the shop. The participating students are often asked to showcase the dogs at 

presentations held in the community. They are now engaged in dog breeding, which will generate more income 

for the business and enable greater public access to therapy dogs, as they are in high demand. The partnership 

between the school and Therapy Dogs has led to increased confidence and autonomy for the students involved. 

What the judges said: An innovative partnership using dogs to motivate and inspire students who struggle daily 

to achieve success. This partnership is providing students with a wonderful opportunity to be engaged in real life 

training and in a real business. 

 


